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Appendix A. Korean American Organizations – General 
 
Centers for Korean Studies in the USA (http://seoul.usembassy.gov/p_exchange_org.html): 

• Center for Korean-American and Korean Studies, Los Angles, 
• Columbia University, 
• Harvard University, 
• North Park University, Chicago, 
• University of California, Berkeley, 
• University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), 
• University of Hawaii at Manoa, 
• Yale University, 
• University of Southern California (USC), 
•  

Hanin hoe.  This Korean word means:  Korean people’s association.  Every city in the USA with 
Korean American residents has such an organization.  Their names in English vary, such as 
Korean American Association of Greater New York.  The strength of organizational and political 
links between organizations in different cities varies, but members share a common pride in their 
Korean ethnicity and cultural heritage.  Political views within the Korean American community 
are as diverse as those in the general population of the USA. 
 
Korean American Association of Greater New York (KAAGNY).   
www.nykorean.org/englishsite.  Established in 1960, KAAGNY acts as an umbrella organization 
for the area’s 500,000 Korean-Americans and their 1,000 professional, educational, religious and 
trade organizations.  
 
Korean American Association of Virginia. www.vakorea.org/eng. Established in 1986, it 
represents the interests of 100,000 Korean Americans in northern Virginia’s Arlington, 
Alexandria, Fairfax, Loudon and Prince Williams Counties. 
 
Korean American Chamber of Commerce Usa. www.manta.com. This private firm represents the 
commercial interests of Korean American businesses in the greater Los Angeles area. 
 
Korean American Coalition – Washington, D.C. Chapter (chapters in several large U.S. cities) 
www.kahs.org. Purpose:  promote civic participation by Korean Americans by informing them 
of issues and policies essential to facilitating suffrage and active citizenry.  It also promotes and 
advocates Korean American civic and legislative awareness. 
 
Korean American Grocers Association (KAGRO) is considered the largest Korean American 
trade organization with 22,000 members who make up 11% of the retail grocery outlets in the 
USA.  KAGRO has chapters in 22 US and Canadian cities. (See:  
www.kamuseum.org/community/organizations.)  
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Korean American Historical Society (KAHS).  www.kahs.org. This is a nonprofit charitable and 
educational organization, established in 1985 that strives to ensure the completeness and 
accuracy of information about the history of Korea and the Korean American experience in 
North America. 
 
Korean American Professional Society (KAPS).  www.kaps.org.  Based in San Francisco and 
established in 1992, the organization provides a network for Korean American professionals and 
engages in political involvement.  It has chapters in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
 
Korean Churches for Community Development. www.kccd.org.  This national organizations 
promotes the improvement of the quality of life in the Korean American community through 
political advocacy.  
 
U.S. Policy Toward North Korea:  Policy Advocacy Organizations 
 
Advisory Council on Democratic and Peaceful Unification of Korea (Pyongdong):  This 
Republic of Korea sponsored and funded organization appoints 1,000 Korean Americans as 
leaders of the Korean American community.  It purpose is to promote understanding and support 
for Republic of Korea policies toward North Korea and the United States. (See:  
www.kamuseum.org/community/organizations.) 
 
American Chamber of Commerce in Korea (AmCham), was established in Seoul in 1953 to 
promote trade and commerce between the Republic of Korea and the United States.  It has a 
membership of 2,300 who represent over 1,000 companies.  Annually it dispatches delegations to 
Washington, DC to promote legislation of interest to its membership.  
 
The Asia Foundation. Is a non-profit, non-governmental organization committed to the 
development of a peaceful, prosperous and open Asia-Pacific region.  The organization does 
receive some funding from the US government and is closely linked to the Republic of Korea 
government through personal ties between influential retired ROK and US government officials.  
Its programs promote improvement of the rule of law, economic reform, women’s participation 
in politics and international relations. 
 
Good Friends USA.  (Goodfriends_usa@yahoo.com and goodfriends.nkt@gmail.com) .  This 
Republic of Korea based, Buddhism organization advocates for public support in the USA and 
South Korea for government policies that improve the quality of life for North Korea’s 
population.   It is a non-profit, non-governmental organization which distributes via the internet 
an informative newsletter about conditions in North Korea. 
 
Heritage Foundation. 214 Massachusetts Ave NE, Washington, DC 20002.  www.heritage.org. 
 
Korea America Friendship groups (http://seoulusembassy.gov/p_exchange_org) include: 

• Korea America Friendship Society (KAFS)  
• Korean-American Association 
• The Korean American Cultural Foundation  
• Korea-American Educational Commission (Fulbright) 
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• Korea Corporate Members of AUSA 
• Korea-U.S. Economic Council, Inc. 
• U.S.-Korea Business Council 
• Korea International Trade Association 
• The KORUS House 

 
Korea Foundation.  www.kf.or.kr/eng. According to the cover page of the foundation’s 2010 
annual report, “The Korea Foundation was established in 1991 to promote awareness and 
understanding of Korea, and to enhance goodwill and friendship throughout the international 
community.  As a representative organization for Korea’s public diplomacy, the Korea 
Foundation implements a variety of activities and programs, including support for Korean 
studies, as well as intellectual and cultural exchanges. 
 
Korea Society. www.koreasoicety.org.   According to its web site, “The Korea Society is a 
private, nonprofit, nonpartisan, 501 © (3) organization that is dedicated solely to the promotion 
of greater awareness, understanding and cooperation between the United States and (the 
Republic of ) Korea.  Funding for the Society’s activities is provided by several large South 
Korean and US corporations, endowments, grants (Korea Foundation) and membership dues. 
 
Korea Economic Institute of America (KEI) www.keia.org. KEI is a not-for-profit, educational 
organization affiliated with the Korean Institue for International Economic Policy (KIEP) 
(www.kiep.go.kr/eng/.) which is a public policy research institute located in Seoul and funded by 
the South Korean government.  KEI focuses its efforts on all aspects of the U.S.-Korea relations.  
KEI does not lobby; it welcomes a diversity of views. (Source:  www.kei.org).  Nevertheless, 
KEI is registered by the US government as an agency for a foreign government. 
  
Korean Church Coalition for North Korean Refugees (KCC for NK).  www.kccnk.org.  This 
organizations brings together 2,500 Korean American pastors and members of their 
congregations urge the U.S. government to press for recognition of human rights in North Korea. 
 
Korean War Veterans Organizations:  The Korean War Veterans Association (www.kwva.org) is 
representative of this relatively large population.  A listing of regional organizations can be 
found at:  www.vetfriends.com/organizations.  
 
National Association of Korean Americans (NAKA).  www.naka.org.  NAKA was founded in 
1994 as a non-profit, civil and human rights organization of concerned Korean Americans.  Its 
activities encompass the promotion of understanding between the Korean American community 
and other ethnic groups in the U.S. as well as contributing to the peaceful, independent 
reunification of Korea.  NAKA delegations regularly visit Washington, D.C. to advocate for 
legislation regarding immigration, humanitarian aid for North Korea, and various foreign policy 
strategies for dealing with North Korea. 
 
 
National Committee on North Korea.  www.NCNK.org.  This apolitical organization was 
established by the American humanitarian group Mercy Corps to promote cultural, educational 
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and humanitarian engagement between the USA and North Korea.  Its activities are largely 
educational but it does engage in policy advocacy. 
 
North Korea Freedom Coalition. www.nkfreedom.org.  This organization was founded in 2003 
to work for freedom, human rights, and dignity of the North Korean people.  The Coalition 
currently has over 70 public member organizations (list provided on the web site) representing 
millions of American, South and North Korea, and Japanese citizens as well as other nations, …  
Its goals include: 

• Make human rights the key policy of all governments dealing with North Korea, 
• Pressure China to end “brutal” North Korean refugee repatriation policy, 
• Pressure the DPRK to release all abductees including Korean War POWs. 

 
U.S.-DPRK (North Korea) Science Engagement Consortium consists of:  

• American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS),  
• Civilian Reearch & Development Foundation Global (CRDF Global),  
• Pacific Century Institute, and 
• Syracuse University. 

The group’s aim is to promote US-DPRK educational exchange and English language study in 
the DPRK.  In 2011, the organization sent a delegation of scientists from Emory University, 
Georgia Institute of Technology, the University of Georgia, Stanford University, Johns Hopkins 
University and the University of Missouri. 
   
Yollin bukhan tongsin (Open North Korea News) opennk@naver.com. (Human rights in North 
Korea.)  
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