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Book Description 

 

Three weeks after Imperial Japan’s surrender, five men dressed in baggy khaki uniforms stared at the camera. They and two 

colleagues were the only survivors out of the 210 Allied airmen which Imperial Japan had imprisoned in “paradise.” Joining 

them were 18 British soldiers, the only survivors of 600 of their countrymen similarly but separately imprisoned. Another 

10,000 Allied soldiers and civilians were also imprisoned on the South Pacific island of New Britain. More than half died 

before liberation. What motivated such inhumane treatment? This book’s quest for an answer traces the genesis of Bushido, 

Imperial Japan’s martial code, and surveys the prisoners’ recollections of their ordeal as the Battle for Rabaul raged around 

them from 1942 to March 1944. 

 

Read Extract 

 

 

From the Introduction 

 

Much had been written about the fighting in the South Pacific and the battle for Rabaul, but very little about the people 

Imperial Japan imprisoned there. The “Rabaul survivors” had not been alone. Thousands of POWs from Australia, Great 

Britain, British ruled India, Dutch ruled East Indies (now Indonesia) and China were also imprisoned there, each nationality 

segregated from the other. Hundreds of missionaries and civilians from Europe and North America were also imprisoned on 

the island. Imperial Japan also dispatched nearly ten thousand conscripted Koreans to the region. The men performed hard 

labor for little or no compensation while some 3,000 young women served as so-called “comfort women” to satisfy Japanese 

military personnel’s sexual desires. Although not imprisoned, none were free. (p. xv) 
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